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Descriptive Transcript for Partnering to Build Diversity Video 
 

TITLE SCENE: Keyboard music plays as the Vocational Rehabilitation Youth Technical 

Assistance Center logo appears, followed by the sentence, “The Vocational 

Rehabilitation Youth Technical Assistance Center presents, Partnering to Build 

Diversity.” The title’s font looks like water. 

NARRATOR: “The Vocational Rehabilitation Youth Technical Assistance Center 

presents, Partnering to Build Diversity.” 

SCENE ONE: Contemporary music plays while a woman in an astronaut suit strapped 

into an aparatus adjusts her headpiece. (The music continues throughout the video, 

decreasing in volume when characters address the camera, and increasing in volume 

during scene transitions without dialogue.) 

NARRATOR: “I’m Dr. Tracy Caldwell Dyson.” 

SCENE TWO: The same woman in casual attire gestures to the camera to follow her as 

she floats inside the International Space Station (ISS). 

NARRATOR: “I’m an astronaut and a scientist.” 

SCENE THREE: While two divers look on, an astronaut in a space suit uses hand-tools 

on a full-sized underwater replica of the ISS.  

NARRATOR: “NASA’s Neutral Buoyancy Lab is the place where astronauts learn to 

walk in space.” 

SCENE FOUR: Two astronauts in space suits tethered to the outside of the real ISS 

work with a piece of equipment in space. 

NARRATOR: “It’s also a classroom where NASA and community partners can work 

together.” 

SCENE FIVE: Arial view of the large indoor swimming pool that contains the full-sized 

replica of the ISS. Diving equipment and other hardware sits on the sides of the pool 

and along the walls. A yellow line on the floor outlines the perimeter of the pool and 

equipment storage areas. Three cranes line the opposite side of the pool. Above them, 

the American flag and several other flags line the wall. Windows above the flags show a 

second story that overlooks the pool. A television monitor hangs from a post opposite 

the cranes. The post is attached to a second-story room with people sitting in front of 

computer monitors.  

SCENE SIX: A woman says, “All right, 1-2-3,” as she uses a smartphone to photograph 

a group of 24 people posing in front of the Neutral Buoyancy Lab (NBL) training pool. 

Some of the people wear pink badges, some wear white badges, and some do not have 

badges. 
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NARRATOR: “Texas Workforce Vocational Rehabilitation partnered with Johnson 

Space Center to introduce local students to careers at NASA.” 

SCENE SEVEN: In front of the NBL pool, a young woman in business casual attire with 

a white badge and a backpack talks to a young man in business casual attire with a pink 

badge and a notebook. In the background, several other people are looking around and 

talking to each other. 

NARRATOR: “Amy Quartaro is a NASA Pathways intern.” 

SCENE EIGHT: The same woman, Amy Quartaro, speaks to the camera from within a 

large meeting room with tables, chairs, and garbage cans set up behind her. Flags, 

emblems, and a mural with NASA images and information line the wall behind the 

tables. While she addresses the visitors in the large meeting room, the camera cuts 

back and forth between Amy speaking to the camera, and Amy speaking to the young 

man with the notebook. 

AMY: “What we’re doing today is, you know, bringing some kids in and, you know, 

talking about the possibilities of internships and all the different kinds of things you can 

do or, you know, whether you’re, for high school students, for – once you’re in college 

for full-time hiring, and then I’m here to just give the student perspective.” 

SCENE NINE: A middle-aged man wearing a NASA shirt and a white badge talks and 

smiles while walking among a tour group. A woman walks next to and slightly behind 

him, holding onto his arm. A young woman, smiling, turns and looks back at them. 

NARRATOR: “Tracy Minish, a manager at the Mission Control Center at NASA, helped 

organize the student visit.” 

SCENE TEN: The same man, Tracy Minish, speaks to the camera from within the NBL. 

TRACY: “You’ve got to think differently when you’re in space, and when you have a 

disability, you have to think differently, but that’s good because we’re all thinking 

differently and that’s what people need, people that aren’t just like everyone else.” 

SCENE ELEVEN: Water sloshes as a scuba diver surfaces from the water at the edge 

of the NBL training pool. 

SCENE TWELVE: In the large meeting room, three NBL staff shake hands with visitors. 

They say, “Good morning,” “Hi there, welcome,” and “Thanks for coming.” 

NARRATOR: “Professional divers show the students around the lab and answer 

questions about their jobs.” 

SCENE THIRTEEN: A young female professional diver with a microphone addresses 

visitors while standing in front of a projector and projection screen in the large meeting 

room. Five staff members look on from the other side of the projector. A decompression 

chamber is on the wall underneath the projection screen.  
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PROFESSIONAL DIVER: “Today we have two astronaut candidates in the water and 

the reason they train here is to familiarize themselves with how the suit feels in a zero-

gravity environment.” 

SCENE FOURTEEN: As the diver is talking, the camera cuts to an astronaut candidate 

in a space suit waving to the camera as he is lowered into the water while strapped onto 

a platform, pans out to show five scuba divers underwater near the submerged 

astronaut candidate, cuts to the astronaut candidate performing tasks with the ISS 

replica underwater while divers look on, and returns to the speaker. 

PROFESSIONAL DIVER: “Obviously, we still have some gravity here on earth and in 

the pool and that is a really close comparison, the closest we have to what it feels like to 

be in space.” 

SCENE FIFTEEN: An astronaut in a spacesuit holds onto grips on the outside of the 

real ISS while performing a task on a spacewalk. In the background behind the ISS, the 

blue and white colors of a planetary body contrast with the pitch black color of space in 

the foreground. 

SCENE SIXTEEN: In another room, the professional diver gestures behind her to a wall 

of video monitors depicting a live feed of underwater activity from multiple camera 

angles. She is wearing a NASA shirt with a NASA lanyard and a smart watch. On 

several screens, astronauts and divers are seen working together underwater. Flags 

outside the window show that this is a room above the pool and opposite the cranes. 

PROFESSIONAL DIVER: “The astronauts’ trainers are in there and you can hear them 

over the communications loop.” 

SCENE SEVENTEEN: A close-up of a video feed shows a diver working with an 

astronaut underwater on the exterior of the ISS replica. Someone on the 

communications loop says, “Stand by. Copy divers. Proceed. I’ve got some views on 

your safety tether and --” 

SCENE EIGHTEEN: In the room with the video monitors, Amy Quartaro and visitors 

stand along the wall of windows and lean on conference tables and ergonomic office 

chairs as they attend to the professional divers who are presenting in front of the 

monitors. Audiovisual equipment covers the first row of tables in front of the video 

monitors. 

SCENE NINETEEN: Cut back to the video feed of the astronaut candidate and diver 

working together underwater. 

ADULT VISITOR: “What kind of – what kind of requirements do you have to become a 

diver?” 

PROFESSIONAL DIVER: “One of the interviews for the job is a swim test, not a scuba 

test, but a swim test.” 
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SCENE TWENTY: A scuba diver looks at the camera from the edge of the NBL pool, 

addresses the camera, then pushes off from the edge of the pool and swims away.   

SCUBA DIVER: “Thank you for coming by for our tour.”   

SCENE TWENTY-ONE: Using a microphone, Amy Quartaro addresses visitors in the 

large meeting room. The visitors and presenters are seated at the tables and chairs that 

were previously empty. 

AMY: “I'm Amy Quartaro so right now pretty much why I'm here is I'm currently an 

intern, so you know I am a full-time employee at NASA. I just, you know, take six 

months off and go to school instead of being at work.” 

SCENE TWENTY-TWO: Return to the scene in which Amy Quartaro is speaking with 

the young man with the notebook. 

AMY: “I really don't think it's as hard to get as a lot of people think.” 

YOUNG MAN WITH NOTEBOOK: “I could not handle the pre-calc. I just – no matter 

what, I did hours upon hours, endless hours of just going on there and I just couldn’t cut 

it. You know what it is? My brain ain’t, you know, able to work like that, you know, I 

mean, drafting’s easy, well, for me.” 

AMY: “You say that –" (student laughs) 

SCENE TWENTY-THREE: Return to Amy addressing the group by microphone in the 

large meeting room. Above her, a large banner hung from a balcony says, “Welcome to 

the NBL.” 

AMY: “You know, I heard about this high school aerospace thing, just on a whim, and 

got into that, and did that whole process and came here for a week and everything just 

kind of snowballed on top of each other and now I’m here five years later with an actual 

full-time job at NASA.” 

SCENE TWENTY-FOUR: Five visiting youth with various genders and ethnicities, 

including the young man with the notebook, watch from the tables and chairs as Amy 

speaks. Four of the youth are in casual attire. Water bottles and a purse sit on the table 

in front of them. One youth tightens the cap of his water bottle. 

SCENE TWENTY-FIVE: Two women in business attire sit at a table. One is the adult 

visitor who asked about diver requirements. The other addresses the visitors via 

microphone. 

WOMAN WITH MICROPHONE: “This is for the students, so if you need a Schedule A 

letter and that goes to your vocational rehabilitation counselor, so we’re all here, back 

here, wave your hand.” 
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SCENE TWENTY-SIX: The camera zooms in on Sabrina Parras as she speaks, then 

out to reveal three other vocational rehabilitation (VR) professionals with varying 

ethnicities sitting at the table next to her. They all wave their hands for the students. 

NARRATOR: “Sabrina Parras is the business development officer with Texas 

Workforce Vocational Rehabilitation.” 

SCENE TWENTY-SEVEN: Sabrina Parras addresses the camera from within the large 

meeting room. Behind her is a computer workstation, a manakin in a spacesuit, a 

replica of a space capsule, and a large yellow garbage can. NASA posters line the wall 

to her left. While she is speaking, someone crosses the balcony toward the stairs 

leading down to where Sabrina is standing. 

SABRINA: “And so we try to be engaged with different employers who have different 

types of internships that potentially lead to employment. A lot of these internships are 

paid, so we know we can bring in the students, and how we get them there, we can 

figure that out, and then we connect with them one-on-one afterwards, too.” 

SCENE TWENTY-EIGHT: Tracy Minish walking down a hallway with NBL staff and 

visitors. One side of the hallway contains framed photos and documents of NASA 

memorabilia. The other contains a display case with a model of the ISS inside. Tracy 

and two women are talking and smiling. One has a pink visitor badge, and the other is 

wearing an NBL shirt and white lanyard. As they pass the camera, it shows that he is 

holding onto the arm of the NBL employee. 

NARRATOR: “Tracy Minish first met Texas Workforce when he needed tools to help 

him with reasonable accommodations at work.” 

SCENE TWENTY-NINE: Tracy Minish seated at a table in an office. He wears a 

Bluetooth communication device around his neck. Framed artwork of the ISS and a 

spacecraft hang on the wall behind him. To his left is a computer workstation. On the 

wall next to the workstation is a large computer monitor. On his right sits the woman 

who took the group photo. She nods in agreement as Tracy addresses the camera. 

TRACY: “I actually reached out to get some assistance with tools to help me be more 

productive, and when I got those tools, you know, you always want to give back. When 

you receive, you want to give, and so I’ve been almost 20 years of going out and doing 

outreach with them and, yeah, we have a partnership.” 

SCENE THIRTY: Tracy working at a desk in front of some windows. Out the window to 

his left is a bright green tree. Two filing cabinets on his left and blinds in front of him 

block his workstation from the bright sun that shines through the windows. Family 

photos sit on top of the filing cabinets. Tracy sits upright at a desk and is using a 

magnification device and a computer monitor to read a paper-based document that is 

white with black text. As he holds the document under the device, the monitor shows 

the text, “Final COMM,” in white extra-large font on a black background. He moves the 

document back and forth to show how the monitor changes. 
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SCENE THIRTY-ONE: Tracy talking with the NBL employee at a table in front of the 

large meeting room. Among other things, items on the table include eggs, a cardboard 

egg carton, empty toilet paper rolls, containers of water, scissors, a bottle of rubbing 

alcohol, rubber chickens, and plastic bags. Tracy gestures with his hands while he talks 

as the employee looks curiously at the items. 

SCENE THIRTY-TWO: Tracy talking with a student while they eat lunch at the white 

tables in the large meeting room. Other visitors and staff at the tables around them are 

talking to each other, looking around, writing, and checking their phones. 

TRACY: “One of the things I've found when I talk to kids and almost all people with 

disabilities, they want to fit in, they want to be normal, they want to be accepted. It just 

means this is a part of your life and it's not what you're defined by.” 

SCENE THIRTY-THREE: Amy attaches a cochlear implant to the side of her head while 

standing in front of a whiteboard covered in black, blue, red, and purple words, 

numbers, symbols, and diagrams. 

SCENE THIRTY-FOUR: Amy spinning on a standing tilt board in a lab. The lab contains 

steel desks, a stationary and rolling whiteboards, ergonomic floor mats, computer 

workstations with futuristic chairs, a cubicle, and a large American flag. Amy smiles as 

she spins. 

SCENE THIRTY-FIVE: Tracy holds a large baking potato and a plastic straw up as he 

does a demonstration with a colleague and two student volunteers in the large meeting 

room. The students watch from his left. One is the young man who spoke with Amy 

Quartaro about pre-calculus. The colleague holds the microphone in front of Tracy as 

he speaks. 

TRACY: “And what we're doing, all this is based on science. A lot of things we never 

think about are, but when you take a small straw moving very fast, it can break through 

and go through this potato. You think, what can we do against the world, the people that 

have misconceptions about disabilities, other things? But if we get focused, get 

momentum, get moving, we can break through barriers.” 

SCENE THIRTY-SIX: The woman holding the microphone tells the students to “just 

stab through the potato.” The students effortlessly pierce their potatoes with the straws.  

The student who previously spoke with Amy about pre-calculus looks inquisitively at the 

potato and into the straw. 

TRACY: “Just stab through the potato. This is all force equals mass times acceleration, 

and that's why we have to watch out for small objects in space.” 

SCENE THIRTY-SEVEN: Tracy speaking to the camera in the large meeting room with 

the projection screen behind him. There screen behind him contains NASA images and 

text. 
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TRACY: “And you can relate it to how y'all are going to find barriers in your life. But if 

you get focused and you get moving and you go, you can break through those barriers.” 

CREDITS: Contemporary music segues into the video credits, which scroll over a 

rotating image of the ISS in front of a planet. They read: 

narrated by: Dr. Tracy Caldwell Dyson astronaut; executive producer: David 

Brewer; with: (in order of appearance:) Tu-Quynh (TQ) Bui, Amy Quartaro, Tracy 

Minish, Emily (diver), Sabrina Parras; special thanks to: Tu-Quynh (TQ) Bui, 

Texas Workforce Vocational Rehabilitation Services, The Neutral Buoyancy Lab, 

The Johnson Space Center, The National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

(NASA), NASA Pathways Programs; for the Y-TAC: Dr. Jessica Queener, Wendy 

Quarles, Dr. Johan Uvin; written and directed by Insights International Inc., 

www.electronranch.com; additional camera: David Leitner. 
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